
WINTER EDITION NEWSLETTER 2015

Why not visit our website at www.francishouse.org.uk
Registered Charity Number 328659



FRANCIS HOUSE NEWSLETTER WINTER 2015

2015 begins and there is so much to do and so 
much to look forward to.  2014 went so quickly 
and an awful lot happened, the Contractors left 
site and Francis Lodge opened to provide a new 
exciting place for our young adults to enjoy their 
respite.  Key 103 broadcast from Francis House 
on their ‘Superhero Day’ and raised the money 
to fit out our new ‘pod’.  Many of you have 
walked, golfed, cycled, climbed and abseiled, 
parachuted, danced and so many other things 
having fun as you raised the necessary cash to 
keep Francis House open.  Sadly 2014 saw its 
sad times too, as families, staff and volunteers 
said goodbye to loved ones - all the many 
emotions and experiences of living seem to 
be more intense at Francis House.  Goodbyes 
affect so many people and their lives are never 
the same but the one thing that we see over and 
over again is that it is the good memories, the 
happy times that endure and it’s the sharing of 
the happy memories that help us to keep going; 
supporting each other and helping us to move 
forward.  All who have experienced sadness 
during 2014 continue to be in our thoughts and 
prayers.

As we leave the year behind we need to say some 
thank you’s - thank you to the families who allow 
us to share in their good times and sad times and 
who teach us so much, thank you to our loyal 
and committed staff who give so much more 
than any employer could expect, thank you to 
our hundreds of dedicated volunteers who help 
us to keep the reception and account offices 
functioning and to those who keep Dean under 
control in the kitchen!  Finally thank you to all 
of our loyal and committed supporters whose 
generosity helps us to expand and develop our 
much needed services.  As 2015 begins we 
look forward to so much that will unfold on our 
journey together.  I leave you with the words of a 
poem used by King George VI in his Christmas 
broadcast in 1939…

“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the 
year, give me light that I may tread safely into 
the unknown and he replied, ‘Go out into the 
darkness and put your hand into the hand of God 
that shall be to you better than light and safer 
than any known way’”.

Thank you all once again for making Francis 
House such a special place

David
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Over and over again as I travel around the North West I am asked how ‘little Kirsty’ is - 
well little Kirsty has now grown into a very personable young woman and continues to 
work hard promoting Francis House and raising funds for her Kirsty Appeal.

Kirsty’s hard work, in spite of her debilitating condition has raised funds to help us 
through the difficult times and for the last few years money to help pay for the new young 
adults facility - Francis Lodge of which Kirsty is already an enthusiastic user.

On the 20th September 2014 Kirsty celebrated her 19th birthday by receiving the Variety 
Club ‘Outstanding Achievement Award’ at a dinner given in her honour at the Hilton 
Hotel on Deansgate.  Many celebrities paid tribute to Kirsty including Sue Johnston, Liz 
Dawn, Anthony Cotton and Mike Sweeney.  Les Dennis compered the event and Kirsty’s 
good friend Russell Watson sang to her and enthralled her guests. Video messages were 
received from Prime Minister David Cameron and Sir Alex Ferguson - a very special 
birthday celebration for a very special young lady (the event raised £20,000 for the Kirsty 
Club funds and Francis House sends a big thank you to all at the Variety Club).

As if to reinforce the fact that Kirsty has ‘grown up’ she also went to a ball in London 
where she received the Cosmopolitan magazine ‘Ultimate Woman of Courage Award’.  
The event was hosted by Fearne Cotton and the Cosmopolitan Editor in Chief said, 
“Kirsty is one of the bravest and most inspiring young woman I have ever had the 
pleasure to meet…”

What a great ambassador for Francis House Kirsty is.

STOP PRESS!
If you would like to help Kirsty’s latest fundraising is through the sale of the children’s 
book “Pop Goes to the Rescue” by author Kate Steele.  These are available for £6.99 by 
contacting www.thekirstyclub.com

Well Done Kirsty!
In October 2014 some of the brothers and sisters of our children went 
for a weekend camp in the Delamere Forest.  After a short journey in 
the Francis House minibus they were very excited as they chose their 
bedrooms.

Hot dogs and soup for supper and then a DVD before what was planned 
to be an early night!

EARLY NIGHT?!
After breakfast on Saturday it was off into the forest to explore, tasked 
with finding bugs, berries and leaves.  Everyone wanted to build dens 
(shelters of wood and leaves and almost fit to live in) they were that 
good that for sale signs were erected (everyone wants a des-res in 
Cheshire!).  After a very hectic day in the outdoors it was back to camp 
for a Chinese takeaway supper and games.  Later everyone made frames 
to take home, personalised with twigs, leaves and acorns, and so to 
bed - but early nights don’t seem to mean much to our Seasons kids 
(jumping from bunk to bunk is much more fun!).

Sunday morning and the kids didn’t wake up until 10 o’clock.  After 
breakfast and back to the dens where a new mascot ‘Bobby the 
Caterpillar’ was found (he was left in a den, his new home).  Charging 
up hills, splashing thro’ puddles and lots of laughing develops healthy 
appetites, so back to the camp for make your own pizza time - much 
more fun.

Before packing the kids were asked to write their comments, mainly 
positive.  

Good things were:-

•	 Getting my feet wet by the river
•	 Having fun
•	 Making dens
•	 Chinese food
•	 Sharing bedrooms
•	 Activities
•	 Finding a new pet ‘Bobby the Caterpillar’
•	 Going to the forest
•	 The mud
•	 The woods were cool 
•	 Thank you
•	 Everything!

What was not so good:-

•	 Going to bed!

The Seasons group supports the brothers and sisters of children with 
life limiting conditions, they meet to share with other young people 
who are experiencing similar situations but also to have fun!

A BIG thank you to Jackie, Sarah, Kim and Emma for running the camp

Seasons Adventure Weekend

TIME WITH YOU
Those of you who visit our website http://www.francishouse.org.uk/video/  may have seen our new 
video - a big thank you to the very talented Gareth and Karen and to all of the families who allowed 
us to use their stories.

This time our music track for the video has been provided by a local young musician Liam McClair 
from Wilmslow.

‘Time with You’ was written and recorded by the 23 year old, “it’s amazing that it’s now being put 
to good use… and in such a positive way”, Liam said.

The single is available to download for 99p from Google Play, Amazon, MP3 and iTunes.  

All proceeds to Francis House. 
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/album/time-with-you-single/id947044626



FRANCIS HOUSE NEWSLETTER WINTER 2015 FRANCIS HOUSE NEWSLETTER WINTER 2015

OUR FITNESS FREAKS
MANY OF YOU ARE WALKING, RUNNING, CYCLING AND SWIMMING IN
AID OF FRANCIS HOUSE AND HERE ARE JUST SOME OF OUR STARS.

Jess Norton and family took part in the Color Me Rad challenge 
in July at Manchester’s Heaton Park. The 5k run began with 
competitors in plain white t-shirts, but by the time they reach the 
finish line they are bright and colourful as powdered paint is thrown 
at them all along the route!  Jess raised £500 in memory of her 
baby son Declan who had been cared for at the hospice.

After a 2.4 mile swim, a 112 mile bike ride, a full marathon, 
and 7 ½ months of gruelling training, Simon Turtington, 
Head of IT at Champion Accountants crossed the finish line 
at the UK Ironman endurance triathlon.  Simon completed the 
challenge in a remarkable 12 hours 48 minutes and finished 
565th out of over 2000 competitors.

Simon who leads the team that keeps all of the Francis 
House computer systems running smoothly raised an 
amazing £3000 for Francis House.

Thanks to our Cheshire 3 Peaks walk, staff and drivers from across Stagecoach Manchester’s five depots raised over £1,000 after nominating Francis 
House as their charity of the year. 

Other fundraising activities by the bus company have included a team cycle challenge from Liverpool to Manchester and a donation of story books 
during a visit to the hospice by the Managing director of Stagecoach Manchester, Christopher Bowles.  A total of £6,996.51 has been raised to date. 

Throughout 2014, our golf volunteer John Andrew has been busy organising and 
hosting numerous golf days and holidays for our supporters to enjoy.  Each year 
they gain momentum and the support from our golfing family is fantastic. We 
went from Athlone to Trafford Park to Stockport to Spain and few other places in 
between.

So many to mention but some of the events included our annual golf day at 
Stockport Golf Club sponsored by Heavyweight Air Express raised £8126, 
residents of Almerimar in Andalucia in Spain have had an annual golf day since 
1996 and this year raised over £1200.  £1000 came from Dan McGrory of 
Haydock Park Golf Club.  In total a wonderful £29,000 has been raised! 
Thank you everyone!

COLOR ME! IRON MAN SIMON

STAGECOACH MANCHESTER SCALES NEW HEIGHTS 

GOLF DAYS

We’re thrilled to announce we are one of the Gold charities for the 
Great Manchester Run. The event takes place through Manchester 
city centre on Sunday, May 10, 2015. The biggest 10k in Europe 
with over 40,000 people taking part each year. 

Francis House have over 100 charity places to offer supporters. If 
you commit to raising over £200 for the hospice you will get the 
running place for free.  

The atmosphere is electric, and don’t worry if you’re new to running, 
or just fancy walking or jogging the route, you’ll be cheered and 
entertained the whole way round. 

The team from Francis House will be there as you cross the finish 
line, offer refreshments and help celebrate your achievement! 

In 2014 our runners raised over £32,000. Could you help us smash 
this figure in 2015? 

Sign up now, call Emma on 0161 443 2200 or email 
emma.siddle@francishouse.org.uk

GO FOR GOLD
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IRISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLFERS 

Thanks once again to Larry McDonald and the other 
committee members of Irish Association of Golfers. Larry 
presented Peter with a cheque for £5,500 from the charity 
golf day in June 2014 at Northenden Golf Club. 

CAN YOU SING MANCHESTER 

High profile business leaders from 
Manchester performed a song of their 
choice in an ‘X Factor’ style singing 
competition held in city centre hot 
spot Revolution De Cuba.   Judged 
by former Cold Feet actor and Francis 
House supporter John Thomson, 
Inspiral Carpets legend Clint Boon and Jazz singer Paul Pashley the eight performers 
were tasked with raising as much money as possible while the audience texted for 
their favourite performance on the night.
The whole event was brilliantly organised by Future Pro Manchester in association 
with This Is LDA and with a generous donation from Midshire Business Systems.
Francis House was one of the two charities to benefit and received an amazing 
£26,000.00

SPONSORED OLDHAM KIT 

Thanks again to Bernard Counsell along with 
Ian Gaunt, both Old Boys, for sponsoring the 
Oldham Hulme Grammar school first and second 
team football kits. We are really pleased with the 
continuing relationship between the school and 
Francis House. We care for children and their 
families from Oldham, Tameside, Rochdale and 
Saddleworth, and the support from these areas is 
vital in helping us to continually expand and develop our services.

(Ed - as a Hulme Old Boy I have good memories of walking trips organised by Bernard and I’m 
really pleased to see the continuing association).

FUNDRAISING RUNNER JOSEPH 

Joseph Connor ran the Birmingham Half Marathon 
in a race time of 2hrs 4mins 19secs, all the more 
impressive after losing 4st 2lb in weight over 
seven months in preparation.  Joseph’s Mum 
Frances is a volunteer at our shop in Burnage and 
they both visited us at our Open Day in November 
when Joseph handed over £800 he had raised in 
sponsorship.  Congratulations and our grateful 
thanks

JIM NICHOLAS TOPS £127K 

Swinton DJ and Elvis Impersonator Jim Nicholas 
for over 20 years has put out collection boxes at 
venues, and over two decades raised over £127k! 
Thank you Jim for your continued support.   

AND THERE’S MORE!!

For years Jim has arranged shows with comedian 
Jimmy Cricket, another of our loyal supporters.

If you fancy a night of fun in aid of Francis House, 
the Jimmy Cricket Laughter Show is at the 
Oaklands Hall Club, Hyde on Wednesday, March, 
25. Tickets £10 by calling David Littlewood on 
07780 834916.

RBS HOST A CHARITY DINNER 

The Charities Committee at RBS arranged a fabulous charity dinner in aid of Francis House at 
the National Football Museum in October. Clients and businesses were entertained by BBC 
Sport presenter Hugh Ferris, plus dinner, drinks and dancing into the night. Following some very 
generous bids during the evening’s auction the event raised over £21,000.

UNITED FOR MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE 

When a crime writer and a former England striker met for a round of golf, one of 
them couldn’t have imagined the challenge they would be facing within a matter 
of weeks.  The last thing Manchester United legend Stuart Pearson expected to 
be signing up to was a 24 hour challenge that involved climbing the three highest 
mountains in Great Britain.  

Fellow golfer Dave Wilson, from Manchester, along with ten other players aged 
between 24 and 55, had formed a team to take on the national three peaks, Ben 
Nevis in Scotland, Scafell Pike in England and Snowdon in Wales.  Dave, a former 
CID detective with Greater Manchester Police and more recently bestselling political 
thriller author, knew his friend would be up for the challenge.   

The group all finished just before 
5pm, and within the target 24 hours. 
Sponsored by colleagues, members 
of the Worsley Marriott golf club, 
Stand Golf Club in Whitefield, and 
corporate donors they raised over 
£14,000 

A VERY FRUITFUL 
CO-OPERATIVE DAY 

Almost 100 Co-operative food stores 
across the region held a charity day 
with staff arranging cake sales, raffles, 
face painting, bouncy castles and 
even a wet sponge throwing event.  
The team from Holcombe Brook Bury 
came first among the fundraising stores, raising over £1,100. 
  
We would like to thank Rachel Hall, Operations Manager from Co-operative Food in 
the Bury and Bolton area and all of the Co-op staff for raising the incredible amount 
of £20,600. 

THE SKY’S NO LIMIT WHEN IT COMES TO 
VOLUNTEER ROD! 

Volunteer driver Rod Howarth had his feet safely back on 
terra firma after sky diving from 11,000 feet to commemorate 
his 70th Birthday and raise over £1,000.00 for Francis 
House.  The very next day Rod and Grandson James were at 
Stretford Mall helping raise awareness at the Santa’s grotto 
wishing well which raised hundreds of pounds through 
shoppers donations of small change.  

Thanks for all of your hard work Rod!

We are most grateful to everyone who has already 
completed a Gift Aid Declaration. To date over 
2000 supporters have signed up to the scheme.

We are able to claim 25p for every pound 
donated.

If you are a UK taxpayer and haven’t already 
signed up please consider completing and 
returning the slip overleaf, no donation is too 
small to be gift aided.

If you are planning a special occasion - wedding 
anniversary, birthday, christening etc and 
wish your guests to make their gift a donation 
to Francis House, we can supply small gift 
envelopes and cards to be sent out with your 
invitations.

We can only claim gift aid if the donors pay 
UK tax and we have their name and home 
address.

Please phone Pauline on 0161 434 7252 
or email: pauline.armitage@francishouse.org.uk
if we can help.

Our new project means that we need to raise an 
additional 3.5 million pounds.  Whilst this is 
happening we still have to keep Francis House 
and Francis Lodge operating.

Some years ago Sister Aloysius established 
the Friend in a Million appeal and many of you 
subscribe regularly.  Later we asked people to 
donate regular amounts through standing orders 
and we are ever grateful to those of you who 
continue to support us in this way.  However the 
need to establish regular income continues and 
so we are asking as many as possible to consider 
a regular gift weekly, monthly or annually.  You 
can do this by completing the tear off slip or 
by going onto our website and emailing us a 
standing order.  Better still ring Pauline on 0161 
434 7252 and she will do all of the work for you.

To those of you who give already we send thanks 
from all at Francis House and to those of you 
who might be considering it, don’t delay as every 
regular donation enables us to plan ahead and 
decide how we can best expand and develop 
the service for the benefit of the Francis House 
families.

GIFT AID

HOW YOU CAN HELP



FRANCIS HOUSE NEWSLETTER WINTER 2015

In the 2013/14 season we celebrated the seventh and sadly the final year of 
Manchester United’s charitable partnership as Manchester United Foundation are 
reviewing the way that they work with charities.  During this time we have raised an 
incredible £750,141.00 which has made a huge difference to the lives of so many 
young people and their families.

We are grateful for all the wonderful moments that we have had together at a 
vast number of exciting fundraising events including Ground Collections, use 
of Executive Boxes as auction prizes, Abseils, Zip Wires, Ladies’ Lunch, use of 
the  pitch for Football Tournaments, Charity Challenge seven a side football at the 
training ground, Santa Fun Run, signed merchandise and money can’t buy visits by 
Premiership players to the hospice, plus Sir Alex Ferguson laying a cornerstone for 
our new teenage and young adult building.  We’ve truly “Lived the Dream.”

Relationships with the club remain good and Manchester United Foundation is 
continuing to support us from time to time and we have a charity ground collection 
for the Sunderland game on the 28th February 2015.  Your support at this event 
would be appreciated. 

Manchester United
Partnership Caring for Children with a Short Life Expectancy

SUPPORTING OUR HOME TEAM

SUPPORTING OUR HOME TEAM

SUPPORTING OUR HOME TEAM
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The BLUE side of Manchester have come on board this season to provide some extra support and we hope that this will develop into a wonderful partnership.

We’ve already been given team signed shirts, corporate packages to auction and baubles were signed by the 1st team players for the Manchester City tree at the Festival 
of Christmas Trees.  Wheelchair places were also provided for one of the home games at the Etihad Stadium.  

Charity ground collection for the Manchester City vs. Hull City game on the 7th February 2015.  Collectors required.

Our partnership with BIU Group, leading textile recycler, has had an exciting 
development with Rossendale Borough Council providing an additional 11 sites 
for Francis House recycling banks. With 42 banks dotted across Manchester and 
surrounding regions, we have already raised £70,000 for Francis House. The bright 
green recycling banks with the Francis House logo can be found in church car parks, 
university campuses, libraries to supermarkets. If you think there may be somewhere 
suitable to home a bank contact Rachel Astill in our fundraising office on 0161 443 
2200. You can find your nearest bank by visiting www.biugroup.co.uk and entering 
your postcode into the bank locater. 

Manchester City Football Club

Gift Aid Declaration

Name of Charity:

Details of Donor:

Title

Forename(s)

Surname

Address

Post Code

Email

I wish the charity to treat:
(please tick as appropriate)

the enclosed donation of
£

all donations I make from the
date of this declaration until I
notify you otherwise

Registered Charity No. 328659

I want the Hospice to reclaim tax on this 
donation

I wish Gift Aid to apply to donation(s) 
and confirm that I will pay in this tax 
year, an amount of Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the 
amount that all Charities and Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs will reclaim, 
against my gifts to them this year

I understand that other taxes such as 
Council Tax and VAT do not qualify.

Signed:

Date: 

HAMERS HEROINES 

A group of ladies, led by Cheryl Kenworthy and 
Tracie Birkett from The Hamers Arms village pub 
in Summerseat, Bury, have once again raised 
£5,000.00. Support from the pubs landlords 
over eight years of fundraising has now topped 
£20,000.00 - our grateful thanks and keep up the 
good work!

STELLA CONQUERS FEAR 

Practice Manager of Brian Drewitt Solicitors, Stella 
Drewitt, decided to mark her 70th birthday by doing 
something well out of her comfort zone and to help 
the charity very close to her heart.  Despite her 
fear of flying, having previously missed catching 
a plane that tragically crashed, she marked the 
occasion by jumping 10,000 feet. Stella says 
the experience was so terrifying that she has no 
intention of repeating it. Stella raised £2,200.

HMP STYAL CYCLISTS 

Our sincere thanks to Prison Officers Mark 
Brumwell and Chris Bowden from HMP Styal 
who cycled over to Francis House with cheque 
for £517.00 from a sponsored bike ride from 
Manchester to Liverpool.

CROWNING SUCCESS 

Pandora Mousley was selected from thousands of 
hopefuls to win the title Miss Junior Teen Manchester 
and as soon as she won she knew she wanted to 
raise funds for Francis House. Pandora together with 
friends and family raised a fantastic £1998.48.

INSPIRATIONAL YOUNG MAN 

At only 8 years of age, Paul Hinchliffe from Wardall, Rochdale, decided he wanted to help the 
children of Francis House by climbing to the top of Snowdon.  With his proud parents he reached 
1083 metres above sea level in only 4 hours. Upon reaching the summit he described feeling great 
but also a little sad as he thought of the children he was trying to help. The young climber raised 
£273 in sponsorship and we’re very grateful for his fantastic support.

RIGHT ON TRACK 

Dukinfield MCFC Supporters Branch chose Francis House to be their chosen charity for the start of the 
football season and had a sporting time at the Astley Arms in Dukinfield with race night raising £1,000.  

Recycle and raise funds



Chick or egg?
Our annual chick knit, started almost 15 years ago by 
Jackie Hadfield and her band of dedicated knitters, is 
seeking donations of Cadbury crème eggs to go into 
the fluffy chicks.  Last year we saw the numbers swell 
to 8,000 as countrywide knitters sent us their woolly 
creations in support.  If you’d like to donate eggs this 
Easter please make them crème eggs and drop them into 
the fundraising office by 16th February.  Let’s see if we 
can top £8,364 raised last Easter!

Yet again our charity ball at Mere Golf and Country Club, the ‘Viva Carnival’ evening 
raised an astounding £210,000.00 for Francis House.  Our old friend celebrity 
Charlie Ross auctioneer was unable to be with us but he asked his colleague 
Charles Hanson of Antiques Road Trip fame to come instead.  The decorations were 
amazing, the cabaret and music astounding and we need to send a big thank you to 
Judy Bailey and her fantastic team.

If you would like to book a table for next year the ball will take place on Friday 4th 
December 2015 but don’t leave it too late as you may be disappointed.
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Live on the Lawn

Viva Carnival Ball

Trek2
Another event which is now open for booking is our 
Trek in October 2015.  The last trek in 2013 raised over 
£39,000.00, this year we are off to Morocco.

Itinerary

Day 1 & 2 
These will be spent at the hill fort known as the Kasbah to 
allow for acclimatisation.

Day 3,4,5,6 
Walking in the high Atlas Mountains and camping with 
the Berbers.

Day 7 
Free time in Marrakesh with an overnight stay in a hotel.

For more information contact Emma Siddle on 0161 443 
2200 or email emma.sidlle@francishouse.org.uk

Francis House is fortunate to have many networks of dedicated supporters 
around the North West.  In Wilmslow a group headed by Mrs Jill Kimber and 
her friend Sheila Summers have held jazz concerts for a number of years.

This year a chance meeting between Jill’s husband Steve and Sally Faulkner, 
mother of platinum selling artist Newton Faulkner led to an amazing musical 
event held in a marquee in Jill’s garden.

Newton was supported on the night by a seven piece jazz group from 
Chetham’s School of Music, a great opportunity as the young musicians 
shared their own arrangements of one of Newton’s songs.  The event was 
opened by local singer, songwriter Liam McClair who was then secured to 
provide the music for the Francis House video.

As the marquee was up the Kimber family arranged two further events, a 
lunch for gardening enthusiasts and a talk by Dr Richard Usher, Medical 
Director for Team Sky.

The three events raised a total of £11,500.00 and we wish to record our 
grateful thanks to Jill, Sheila, Newton Faulkner, Chethams and all who 
contributed.

(Ed. The Newton Faulkner evening was a fantastic event and to be 
recommended).

THE BIG BBQ
August saw the launch of our first ever BIG BBQ campaign and 
what a sizzling response we had! Celebrity Chef, Simon Rimmer 
got his grill on, visiting the hospice to kick off the month long 
fundraiser. The Sunday Brunch star delighted some of our families 
by cooking up some sizzling treats in the garden of Francis Lodge.  
We asked our supporters and the public to host their own BIG BBQ 
and they asked their family and friends for a donation. 

Lots of people joined in the fun on social media retweeting the 
hashtag #FHBigBBQ including Simon Rimmer to his 195k twitter 
followers! Our online competition to suggest the best burger 
topped had over 40 entries with a prize of a meal for two donated 
by Reds True BBQ.  We gained new followers on Facebook, Twitter 
and increased visits to our website to download our special Big 
BBQ resource pack.

The Metropolitan in Didsbury kindly hosted a closing event with 
pizzas topped with mini burgers going down a treat. A BIG thank 
you to all of you who got involved and helped raise over £3,500. 
The BIG BBQ will be back next summer, so be sure to look out for 
details.

A TREE-RIFIC
DISPLAY
The Lowry Outlet provided the venue for the Festival of Trees display of decorated Christmas 
trees later auctioned to raise funds. L’Oreal, John Lewis, Blackley Young People Youth Group, the 
cast of Coronation Street and many others proved a great draw to the annual pop up shop. Mary, 
Alan and David would like to thank the staff and retailers in the Lowry for their help and support. 
We’ve raised over £26,000 to date.  Our photo shows the tree decorated by the Lancashire 
County Cricket Club.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2015

STOP PRESS!

Visit our website at www.francishouse.org.uk
Francis House Children’s Hospice, 390 Parrswood Road, Didsbury, Manchester M20 5NA Tel: 0161 434 4118

TATTON PARK PICNIC CONCERTS ARE BACK! 

Once again we invite you to get into the party mood this summer and 
enjoy 2 fabulous evenings of hospitality at one of Cheshire’s most 
popular open air concerts.  Book individual tickets or as a table of 10 
in our luxury marquee and enjoy stunning views of the lake and stage. 
Dates to be confirmed but this will be on the weekend of 1st august 
2015.  For more information please contact judy@francishouse.org.uk 

CHESHIRE 3 PEAKS WALK - BACK FOR 3RD YEAR 

Join us on Sunday, June 7, for the Cheshire 3 Peaks Walk, back for 
its 3rd year.  For a registration fee of £10.00 per person (under 16’s 
free) you can enjoy a 13.75 mile circular walk around Macclesfield 
Forest, taking in the famous Three Peaks of Cheshire - Tegg’s Nose, 
Shutlingsloe and Shining Tor. 

For those who prefer a shorter distance there is a gentler 6.4 mile 
walk. To register contact Lucy on 0161 443 2200 or email 
lucy.thompson@francishouse.org.uk

7th Feb Charity Ground Collection 
Manchester City vs Hull City

Etihad Stadium David Woodrow 0161 443 2200
david.woodrow@francishouse.org.uk

28th Feb Charity Ground Collection
Manchester Utd vs Sunderland

Old Trafford David Woodrow 0161 443 2200
david.woodrow@francishouse.org.uk

25th March Jimmy Cricket Laughter Show - Tickets £10 Oaklands Hall Club, Hyde David Littlewood 07780 834916

27th April Open Day Francis House Fundraising 0161 443 2200

21st - 26th May Golf Holiday Bulgaria John Andrew 0161 443 2200
john.andrew@francishouse.org.uk

10th May Great Manchester 10K Run Emma Siddle 0161 443 2200
emma.siddle@francishouse.org.uk

7th June Cheshire 3  Peaks Walk Lucy Thompson 0161 443 2200
lucy.thompson@francishouse.org.uk

9th June Charity Golf Day Davyhulme Park Golf Club John Andrew 0161 443 2200
john.andrew@francishouse.org.uk

4th July Great Manchester Swim Emma Siddle 0161 443 2200
emma.siddle@francishouse.org.uk

12th July Manchester to Blackpool Bike Ride Emma Siddle 0161 443 2200
emma.siddle@francishouse.org.uk

August Big BBQ Lucy Thompson 0161 443 2200
lucy.thompson@francishouse.org.uk

Weekend of 1st 
Aug TBA

Tatton Park Concerts Judy Bailey 01260 223320
judy@francishouse.org.uk

3rd Sept Annual Charity Golf Day Stockport Golf Club John Andrew 0161 443 2200
john.andrew@francishouse.org.uk

12th & 13th 
September

Touch Mudder North West Emma Siddle 0161 443 2200
emma.siddle@francishouse.org.uk

Oct Golf Week Spain John Andrew 0161 443 2200
john.andrew@francishouse.org.uk

14th - 21st Oct Trek 2 Morocco Morocco Emma Siddle 0161 443 2200
emma.siddle@francishouse.org.uk

Nov (TBC) Francis House Christmas Fair Emma Siddle 0161 443 2200
emma.siddle@francishouse.org.uk

4th Dec Francis House Christmas Ball Judy Bailey 01260 223320
judy@francishouse.org.uk


